
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

Stated Communications 

Second and Fourth 

Thursday of Each Month 

7:30 PM 

Fellowship with Dinner 

6:30 PM 

Meetings are not held in 

July and August or on 

Thanksgiving or Christmas 

(when those holidays fall 

on a Thursday) 

 

  
Lodge Officers 

2022-2023 
 

Worshipful Master 
Chris Fitzgerald 
(302) 242-4916 

 

Senior Warden 
Stephen Walter, PM, PGSB 

(302) 270-2697 
 

Junior Warden 
Keith Geise 

(717) 994-6114 
 

Secretary 
Jeff Hague, PM, PGMar. 

(302) 422-0233 
 

Deputy Secretary and 
Webmaster 

Chad Robinson, PM, PGMar. 
(302) 270-4391 

 

Treasurer 
Jim Bennett, PM, PJGS 

(302) 228-1228 
 

Curtis Perry  – Senior Deacon 
Rob Watts – Junior Deacon 

Ronnie Joseph – Senior Steward 
Jesse Weick – Junior Steward 

Roland Cohee, Jr., PGC - Chaplain 
Robert S. Young – Tiler 

Pete “Ringo” Ringenary - Marshal 
– Lodge Instructor 

 

Chartered January 16, 1815 
2022-2023 

208th Year of Fellowship 

From the East – Christopher W. Fitzgerald, WM 

 

May 2023 

 

Temple Lodge No. 9 A.F. & A.M. 

April was a great month for Temple Lodge No. 9. 
 
Thank you all of you who attended our Ladies Night. Thank you, 
RWB elect Matt & Lady Thompson, who pulled out all the stops and 
put together a Country Western themed party that was wonderfully 
well attended and truly got the message across that we love and 
appreciate our Ladies. The only thing that could have topped the food 
& entertainment was the warm fellowship shared by all. A very 
special thank you to Brother Max & Lady Pam Robichaud for the use 
of their facility. Apex Stables was the perfect place for our event. 
 
On April 29th we held a Special Communication to raise Brother 
Wayne Irons to the Sublime Degree of Master Masons. 
Congratulations to you Brother Irons & welcome. 
 
May brings with it several exciting events our way. On May 9th, your 
line of officers will be examined and passed off by the Grand 
Instructor to be made ready to assume their post for the ensuing 
Masonic year.  
 
Our Temple Lodge Scholarship Golf Outing is May 17th and is at 
Johnathan's Landing again. To register a team or sponsor a hole, call 
me 302.242.4916.  
 
On May 20th, a handful of Delaware Masons will be in Garland Texas 
as FC Jacob Mills will be Raised to the Sublime Degree of Master 
Masons by the Oklahoma Indian Degree Team.  
 
Just around the corner in June, our 1920's Inspired Lawn Party to 
Commemorate President Warren G. Harding's visit to Milford, 
Delaware and his Initiation into the Tall Cedars of Lebanon will be 
held Saturday, June 10th at Rogers Funeral home from 12-4. Tickets 
are $40. Call me or any officer for tickets. 
 
In closing, May is Motorcycle awareness month. Please look out for 
our friends and brothers out there on fewer wheels and enjoy the 
warmer weather. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Helping Build Better Builders 
Volume I Article IV May 9, 2018 /A.L. 6018 
 
24 Inch Gauge 
 
“The 24 Inch Gauge is an instrument used by operative masons to measure and lay out their work; but 
we’ as Free and Accepted Masons are taught to make use of it for the more noble and glorious purpose 
of dividing our time. It being divided into twenty-four equal parts, it is emblematical of the twenty-four 
hours of the day, which we are taught to divide into three equal parts; whereby we find a portion to the 
service of God and distressed Worthy brethren, a portion for our usual vocations, and a portion for 
refreshment and sleep.” 
 
The above is all we talk about the 24 Inch Gauge in the ritual. Unfortunately, we never go deeply into the 
symbolism of any of the Tools which we are shown. For example, when shown the Common Gavel we 
are not told how to “…divest the hearts and consciences of all the vices and superfluities of this life…”, or 
even what exactly that means. However, we receive direct instruction: when shown the 24 Inch Gauge: 8 
hours for service, 8 for work, and 8 for refreshment. There is no further clarification on how to enforce this 
division in our own lives, or reflection on what each of those pieces means. Leaving it to us to dig out for 
ourselves its concealed meanings, and learn from it, as we are able to learn; thinking through it, as we 
are able to think. 
 
The three divisions of the day associated with the 24 Inch Gauge teach this and introduce the entered 
apprentice to this essential concept; and the common gavel, by their teaching about conscience internal 
and application external, and of flow-through of force, reinforce the teaching of the gauge by emphasizing 
the opposing directions of the spectrum (the gauge / the soul), demonstrating which way the force flows 
(from within outward), and provide clearer specifics of how the parts of our self are utilized and expressed 
in life. 
 
W.L. Wilmshurst wrote in, "The Ceremony of Initiation " about the 24 Inch Gauge " The measuring gauge, 
is itself threefold in its application. It allocates one's daily time to the performance of three distinct duties, 
duties not necessarily involving equal expenditure of time, but duties each of which is of equal value". 
 
It inculcates 1. a duty to God and a persistent devotion to spiritual things, 2. a duty to oneself, involving 
due attention to material pursuits and the care of one's own person, and 3. an altruistic duty to those less 
fortunate than oneself; as it were an equilateral triangle of duties each of which is as important as the 
other two, indeed it will be helpful to think of the sides of such a triangle as signifying God, oneself, and 
one's Brother respectively, and constituting a unity, a whole of which each part is necessary to the others.     
           
In Signs and Symbols of Primordial Man Albert Churchward writes Our 24 Inch Gauge "is the old cubit of 
the ancient Egyptians. It is the ideographic hieroglyphic, and has the phonetic value of Maat, (click link for 
Definition of Maat) and indicated, primarily, " that which is straight," and was the name given to the 
instrument by which the work of the " Craftsmen " was kept straight and measured." 
 
All around us are many different men with just as many different ideas of how time should be spent. Every 
person has the same number of minutes in an hour, of hours in a day, of days in a year. Some have little 
or nothing to show for their thirty, forty, or fifty years of work on this mortal coil. Others have great 
accomplishments or have left a lasting impression on their fellow man as the product of their time well 
spent. 

 

Some Wise & Serious Truths – Masonic Education 



  

Some Wise & Serious Truths – Masonic Education (cont.) 
 We may never arrive at a perfect 8-8-8 division of our days, but in being industrious and striving for this 
ideal will help us to become more productive, more a help to society, and more a positive influence in our 
community. Let the 24 in. gauge represent an ideal for which we strive. 
 
We all as Masons must find a way of balancing his performance of these three duties so as to make of 
them an equilateral and not an unequally-sided triangle. Equal attention is called for to spiritual things, to 
himself, and to what is other than himself, i.e., his Brother; undue preponderance in either direction will 
prevent a true balance. That is why, whilst told to give altruistic help to his Brother, he is also told that he 
should not do so unless he can do it without detriment to himself or connections. " At first blush these 
qualifying words sound selfish, contrary to the spirit of self-sacrifice. But there is great wisdom in them. 
For only he can really serve and help another who has first discharged his duty to himself and made 
himself competent to serve. Shakespeare says "Self-love is not so vile a sin as self-neglect" ; and there 
are many people who neglect to improve themselves, whilst fussily trying to improve others. But 
selfishness will itself disappear if devotion be habitually accorded to what is higher than self, and this 
attainment will then in turn qualify him to help his Brother. 
 
The Mason interested in a further interpretation of our 24 hours (divided by three) need look no further 
than the Great Light upon the Altar - indeed, turn back from Ecclesiastes 3 to find the inspiration for this 
admonition that there is a time for everything. 
 
We read: 
"3-1To everything there is a season and a time for every purpose under heaven; 
2 a time to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up that which is planted; 
3 a time to kill and a time to heal; a time to break down, and a time to build up 
4 a time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to dance; 
5 a time to cast away stones, and a time to gather stones together; a time to embrace, and a time to 
refrain from embracing; 
6 a time to get, and a time to lose; a time to keep, and a time to cast away; 
7 a time to rend, and a time to sew; a time to keep silent, and a time to speak; 8 a time to love, and a time 
to hate; a time of war, and a time of peace." 
 
But nowhere in the VSL , is there a time set aside to ‘… waste time’. Time is the very substance of life; its 
golden minutes are the only stones we have with which to build. Every accomplishment of man, be it for 
the Temple of marble or our Temple of character, act of selfishness or selfless giving to others, building a 
nation or building a house, it must be accomplished with "Time." 
 
Albert Pike made himself a learned scholar by constant use of his spare time. This man knew what the 24 
Inch Gauge really meant, and how profound a symbol it really is. 
 
Without time nothing is ever finished. Hence he who wastes either his time or another’s squanders 
something that he can’t recover. 
 
Reference: 
W.L. Wilmshurst -"The Ceremony of Initiation "  
Albert Churchward - "Signs and Symbols of Primordial Man"  
Claudy, Carl - "The Twenty-Four Inch Gauge" 
Masonic Service Association - "The Short Talk Bulletins" 
King James Version of the Holy Bible 
Michigan Masonic Ritual 

 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  
 

Dates to Remember: 

 
May 11, 2023 

Stated Communication 
Dinner 6:00 PM/Lodge 7:30 PM 

 
May 17, 2023 

Scholarship Golf Outing 
Jonathan’s Landing 

10:30 AM 
 

May 19, 2023 
Flag Placement 

Bear Veteran’s Cemetery 
8 AM 

 
May 20, 2023 

Master Mason Degree 
for Jacob Mills 

Hella Shrine, Garland, TX 
10:00 AM 

See WB Chad for Tickets 
 

May 25, 2023 
Stated Communication 

Dinner 6:00 PM/Lodge 7:30 PM 
 

June 10, 2023 
1920’s Inspired Lawn Party 

Rogers Funeral Home 
12 PM – 4 PM 

We’re on the Web! 

Visit us at: 

www.temple9.org 

TEMPLE LODGE NO. 9 A.F. & A.M 
127 Causey Avenue 

Unit 301 
Milford, DE 19963 

 
Address Correction Requested 

 

TO THE FAMILY OF THE BROTHER NAMED ON THIS DOCUMENT: Should he become ill or in 
need of assistance, please notify the Secretary or Worshipful Master.  Their names and contact 

information are contained within. 

  

  

On behalf of Worshipful Master 
Christopher W. Fitzgerald, I am pleased 
to let you know that our Brother Jacob 

Andrew Mills will receive his Master 
Mason degree on Saturday, May 20, 

2023. It will be conferred by the 
Oklahoma Masonic Indian Degree Team 

at the Hella Shrine Center in Garland, 
Texas. 

 
Brother Mills was one of the masonic 

volunteers during the visit of the 
Oklahoma Masonic Indian Degree Team 

to Delaware last year. He shared the 
whole weekend with them as one of their 

drivers and they told him, at that time, 
when it was time for his Master Mason 

Degree they wanted to confer it. 
Needless to say, this is a huge honor. 

 
Brother Mills and I will be traveling to 

Texas for his degree and hope many of 
you will want to join us. 

 
If you are interested, please let me know 

by return email or text me at 302-270-
4391 and I can share travel details. 

 
 

Living Past Masters of  
Temple Lodge No. 9  

 

John L. Watkins – 1973 
Franklin S. Wilkins – 1974 

Louis S. O’Day – 1978 
Ronald Jester - 1982 

Gilbert H. Emory – 1983 
Steven L. Rogers – 1984 
J.D. Dennis, Jr. – 1988 

Jeff Hague, PGMar. – 1989/2007 
William A. Dudley, Jr. – 1990 

William T. Wadkins, PGM – 1992 
Bruce K. Ney – 1993 

Marlin A. Gillespie, PSGD – 1994 
David F. Coady – 1997 

Clarence R. Jackson – 1998 
Joshua J. Willey – 2000 

George Andreae, PSGD – 2002 
George G. Jester, Jr. – 2005 
Michael B. Saba – 2008/2009 

Martin F. Hogan, III, PJGD – 2010 
Chad Robinson, PGMar. – 2011 
A. Daniel Doran, PGMar. - 2012 

Will Currey, PGSB – 2013 
Roland Cohee, Sr. PGT – 2014 
Stephen Walter, PGSB – 2015 

Jim Bennett, PJGS – 2016 
Brandon Smith – 2017 

Steve Kerr – 2018 
Matt Thompson, PSGD – 2019 

John Cannon – 2020 
Michael Nichols - 2021 

 

Affiliated Past Masters 
 

James Cooke – 2008 
 

John Marinucci, PGM – 2011 
 

Matthew D. Hovatter – 2007/08 
 

James G. Sutton – 1994 
 

Jeffrey D. Haass, Sr., PGM –2015 
 

William C. Thompson, PJGD – 
2018 

 

Charles Randy Wood - 2000 

Master Mason Degree in Texas 
 Dates to Remember: 


